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letters, in great part written by him to his wife; most of
them are the letters of a man temporarily abs'ent in the
cities of Albany, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
and Washington, to his wife at his home in Cooperstown,
giving her an account of his own activities, the news of
mutual friends, and the gossip of the towns; a few are to
other members of his family, and some to friends and
acquaintances.
I have added to these letters written by Cooper, and
selected for publication, a certain number to him from his
friends, with the hope of supplying the reader with a
knowledge of the questions of the times, political and
social,'which Cooper and his friends discussed, and of the
men and women with whom he associated and corre-
sponded; their feelings toward him, and indirectly his
views on the great topics of his time, which are not ex-
pressed in his letters to his family. In this way it is hoped
to create for the reader of these volumes the atmosphere
in which he lived. I know of no better way of doing it,
This correspondence covers fifty-one years of the life
of a man who lived but sixty-one. The first letter was
written in the winter of the year 1800 and the last in the
autumn of 1851; so that the first letter is over one hun-
dred and twenty years old, and the most recent over
seventy. While the lapse of time seems to justify this
publication, notwithstanding the request of Fenimore
Cooper that no biography be authorized, the original
letters contain much of too intimate a nature for the eyes
of the public even now: this has been eliminated.
Of the three surviving Journals kept by Cooper, two—-
those recording his travels on the Continent in 1832 and
1833—have been omitted from these volumes on the
ground that Cooper himself printed all that is interesting

